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- INFORMATION
Project IP-273 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCY AGENCY

Cfrties of Hesearch snd leports

25 Vebruary 1952
25X1A

ror M (attertions |G

Fromt D/R

Subjoots Selscted Information concerning Newsprint

25X1A

25X1A

Problem: To furnish information concerning neusprint as outlined
in remorsndum from OPC dated 20 Pebruary 1952

Sgopet DA (H/46) will furnieh as ruch information as is readily
available on the followings

1, Total imports of newsprint by tonnage and US dollar
value Tor mainland China end Manchurla for aversge
year in period 1916/1949, for 1950 under Chinese
Communist comtrol, snd for 1951 under Chinese
Commmist control, broken down intc (a) size (width
of rolls, ste,, dirensions of sheets) and grade
(thickness of sheet = 8.8+, 52)3 (b} area of con-
sumption (So. China, Central China, Horth China,
and Manchurin); and (@) port of entry,

2. Prasent stocks of pewsprint in Honp Kemg br tonnage
and value, and shipments en route to Hong Kong.

3, Fxtent to which speculative interesis in Homg Romg
will hosrd newsprint on the possibility of rising
pricse, and in the face of n possible glut cf news=-
rrint in Hong Keng.

Desdlings 29 Pebruary 1952
& pt A3 determined by DM

ant  Merorandum (original and 2 coples)
for requester only
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20 February 1952

MEMORANDUM FORr CHIAF, ORK LR«PCRTS DIVISION
AUBJIOT t Request for Information Concsrning Neweprint

sersiancs o+ [ 25X1A

1. It is requested that your office supply ‘he following
information concerning newsprint:

&, Statistics or estimates relative to mainlend China and Manchuria,
(1) %otsl imports of newseprint by tonnage and US$ value.
() For avera:e year in period 1946/1949
(b) For 1950 under Chinese Communist Control
(o) For 1951 under Chinese Communist Control
{2) Breakdown of above intoj

(a} Size (width of roils, stc,, dimensions of shests)
and grade (thickness of sheet - e.g., 52}

{b) Area of consumption (South Chins, Central China,
North China, and Manchuria)

(e} Port of entry

b. Present stocks of neusprini in Hong Kong by tonnaze and vslue,
snd shipuments en route to Hong Kong.

¢. The extent to which speculative interssts in Hong Kong will
hoard newsprint on the possibllity of rising prices, and in the
face of & possible glut of newsprint in Hong Kon_g-.

25X1é. estions pertaining to this request may be referred to
i@f this Office on Extension 3215,
25X1A
Approved For Release 1999/09/27 . CIA-RD_010001-0
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‘Notes This oover ghool must ascompony the drafl under - o at all timgs w e
5 the date will be .~
»aud attashments e owen

Approved For Release 1999/09/27 : cﬁﬂaowwmo49Aoooeooo1ooo1 -0
. ~ SECURITY INFORMATION

Feolings

REPORTS DIVISION iy

Bdita I"’j,. f:‘l Review 3 o

D/R. When the draft La raturned to the produsing diws.:
corded, proper enbry made in the log. and the cover ubwe
to the £1ls. When the draft is egsir recolved in D/, the sover gheet will nao
atiached with notation of the date ov 1t and in the 1o . The Initietion anc
Contwol Branoch should he adviged of the sbove irangostisna, :

No drafts should be accepted by the Editors witha.t an Bditorial Rev: o=
covar sheete

Bditors will adviso ths preduﬁing diwision prospety of the yesulte o ey

 inigiel roview,

Projecas IP-273 ' Recelvad iremz D/I
Subjects Selected Information Concerning Data: 3 March 1952
Newsprint
Deedline -+ ~ditings
Romarkns
Keviewsd in D/R by: T N §
(1) . t2) sy Returned - Divisioms
Reeaived 10 /R T
Resulto of inidial review commmicaied to
Divisions Ratu*-mem oo Divigions
Recedved in D/R: -
Datos Timas Bys

Surery of Initisl Roview (ugoe reverse side 3£ necsassry):

Fiml Dreft approved by Divisions D/Rs _ pates

R R AT

D/ l) # Mr (S ) Chie¥, D/R:__  Dates_

Covar shset, aﬁ*t:ammzam:m editorial sommnts and sdited draft will be retursed

W file upon completicon of project.
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. SECHBITYINESRATION

.

Hota: The clagsification of this memorandum muet be raised to aonféa'm
4o the clazzifisation of the draft 1t covers.

Date 1 March 1952

MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF, REPORTS DIVISION
SUBJECTs Irensnission of Draft Report
ENDLOSURE: Project Ne. IP273

. (2 qooies),
1, Inclesure is forwarded herewith for review and pnbliecation.

2, -This dreft report hes bosn ccordinated informelly with the
organdsations checked bolows

Hithin O/FRs Hithin CIAs
F o3 ot i
G2
D/s v/ef | O/NE Navy fomg
D/1 Othor Atr (OIN)
Other ____

3. Maps =nd/or Graphice ¢o Do inecluded in this report and ayrange-
menta completed for thelr productien bw the Geogrephic Division are as
followss ‘

None.

4o 'The following distribution of the ocupleted report is reconmendeds

"} Standard {71 other (spocify)
E Requester ondy
j US Qfficinls only

5. Reoponaibility for cofRfitbion with D/R, vhile the projech 18
wder review, is aseigoed to [ NG _ ., =xt. _22.9 X

6. Coomentse 25X1A

Materials
- Diviasian.
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SECURITY IHFORIAATION .

Sslected Inforsation Concerning Kewsprint
(zp-273) .

Relerence 1s made to your requesi of 25 Fdaz-usrﬁ 1952 fer suoh information
that 18 readily avellsble on variocus aspsots of newsprint isports to China,
The following information has been compiled. There are few relishle scurces

and soue of those readily availsble ave vague and eonflicting.

1. Consumption of all paper in Commnist China is very low--less than

one pound a head of population per year. To reach thie meapger amount it is v
necessary to laport about 140,000 metric tons of paper per ycar of which over
LO percent or arcund 60,000 tons are newsprint.l/ Domestio production of paper
and eardbeoard 1s estimated to be about equal to fmports. In 1947 sbout 190,000
short tons were ;aréfiucﬁé in China while in 1950 1t dropped to around 130,000
short tons.l/ In these samo yoears producticn of nswsprint in Chins was sbout
7,000 short tons (1947) and wp to around 25,000 short tens in 19502/ The trend
of newsprint production in China is upward, augsented perhsps by reparted new
wowsprint plant genstruction,

The incresss in domestic production and the turning of trads toward
the Soviet Hlcc have resulted in less depandence on the West for sawspring,

From an average of around 68,000 tens of neusprint imported ia 1935-39,
imporis from the West have fallen te an ostd;mted 10,000 tons in 1951, This

declining trend i3 shown in the following tabulation:

Approved For Release 1999/09/27 SfWP79TO1 049A000600010001-0
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Newsprint Imports from the West 2/

Thousand Short Tons

193539 68,3
19,8 53.9
1949 2.5
1950 15.0
1951 ‘ 10.0

Newspriat impert data is often coaflioting and incomplete. ‘The appendsd
table gives the breskdown of imports by country 9£ origin for some prewar sné
postwar years whigh ia besed on anmual world surveys made cooperativaly by the
Hewsprint Service Duresu and various bureaus of the Department of Comserce
using foreign service reporis.d/ Figires varied from those reported by the
Food and Agrieultare Orgenisatdon,d/ Dets for 1950 and 1951 are not readily
availsble but much of China's importec newsprint comes from the USR and
aftellim. A reeemt repori siaded that 29‘ parceut of China's sewsprint require-
ment is thoughi o cume from ?ﬁl&!ﬂ.y Rwe@, uo specific report is rmny
available, if at all, on neugprim iaports from the Soviet 8loc,

Eewaprint is exported to China from Hong Kong in three different formss
newsprint in reels, 31# 52 gramsj mp!‘in’ﬁ‘iﬁ rolls, 3* 52 grams; and news-
print in sheets, 50 lbs 31” x k3%, @t ahipmts in the past year have been
of resws of newsprint in sheets, although it sppears that newsprint in reels
and rolls is wveilable, The following tabuletion/8/1/ shows the extest of

¢2-
Approved For Release 1999/09{fﬂ:ﬂ1-RDP79T01 049A000600010001-0
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the exports of newsprint paper from Hong Kong to Horth, #iddle, and South
China and Macso for sixemonths periods July-December 1950 and January-Juna
1951, It should be noted that the prices show a substantial rise in 1951;
reports show price flustuations from month to month, For the l2-month pericd
only newsprint in reans was reported axported from fong Kong totalliry about
all of China's imports fron tho Hest,

Hong Kong exports of newsprint paper to China by areas for six-month pariods
July-Decenber 1950, uné January~-June 1951 (data in short tons, US dellars™)s

July-Decenber 1950

lons Be

- China - North 3,350 Skl,0h5

Middle 723 97,039

South 1,666 313,263

Hacso _3ho A,0n

Total | 6,109 993,118
Jamaary~Juns 1951

China =~ Yorth 2,982 930,175

widdle 306 $5,001

South 3,476 1,005,242

Total 1,037 2,106,948
2. On the basis of information readily availebls it is difficult to sscertain
the present stocks of newspriot in Hong fong., According to Hong Xomgp trade

sources the newsprint over-awply in Jamuary 1952 is the worst in 12 years,

¥ Gouverslon rate useds 1¥ £1.00 = HEK 16,50,

-3-
Approved For Release 1999/09/2%; DP79T01049A000600010001-0
o gy



* SEUHEL
Approved For Release 1999/09/27 : CIA-RDP79T01029A000600010001-0

inferring iaat newsprint stocks there are valued at over Hong Kong $90 milliens,¥/%/
while in the same month there was "appraxinately 30 alllion dollars Grorth of)
paper, * ;mlmx;g krsft, newsprint, and book typs, stored in or en route to
fiong Xong,1Q/ Tt would be dangsrous to attempt %o cempute the asount in volwse
on tiu basis of such conflisting and vague repurts;
3. s hga beén repart«l that because of }tha over-supply in Hong Xong
Chinsse emi;mess a}a rafusing to aesept further daiivery of pmr.y In
the #aat, merchants when faced with heavy stocks were knoun to sell stocks at

below cost to meet banking ubligaﬁzom.éf
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doarce Footnotes

25X1C

2, Pulp and Paper in Kast-west Trads, £CA; ¥ and TP, Csstesest Trade Studies B
(Preliminary Draft), 10 Gotober 1951, (Secrct) west Irade Studies Ne. 7,

3. Hearings before the Jubcumzittes on Study of Honopoly Power of the &

x be 3 — Conmittes
of the Judiciary House of Hepresentaiives, Blat Congress, 2nd Session. Ssrial
1k pert 68, Newsprin. ExhButs, Waghingtan, 1950,

ke Yesrbook of Forest Products Statistics 15L7, 19L8 1949
and 1950, Food
and Agriculturs Organisation of the United Eati;m. ;iuhin::tm, II?SS.

25X1A
Se
é,

7o DPiscussion with Forest Service, U5D:.

25X1A
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